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Literature Review Committee 
By N.  M. P I S K U R  

A 
C T I V E  research is more product ive when in- 
vestigators are famil iar  with past  work and 
possess current  knowledge on their  subjects. An 

a t tempt  to keep up-to-date on oils, fats, and soap 
would most p robably  require more time than  the 
average investigator could afford to spend. With  this 

in mind, the Annual  Re- 
view was designed as an 
aid to solve some of the lit- 
era ture  problems for  many  
members.  

The c o m m i t t e e  to pre- 
pare this review was or- 
ganized as the result  of a 
suggestion to the Govern- 
ing Board of the Society 
by  R. C. Newton. I ts  pur-  
pose was to classify each 
y e a r ' s  l i terature on fats, 
oils, and soap with only a 
br ief  repor t  on the infor- 
mation in each article. 

The first four  r e v i e w s  
( 1 9 3 4 - 1 9 3 7 )  w e r e  p re -  
pa red  under  a committee 

M. M. P I S K U R  c o m p r i s i n g  G. R. Green- 
bank, G. S. Jamieson, H. A. Mattill, and R. C. New- 
ton (chairman) ,  with the assistance of M. M. Piskur.  

The assistance of the last was solicited because pa r t  
of the committee work was of the same type as 
rendered to his employers;  that  is, compiling the 
information Could be conveniently accomplished in 
combination with his regular  work. La te r  Dr. New- 
ton, in l imiting his activities on account of growing 
responsibilities, relinquished the chairmanship.  The 
present  chai rman was then appointed.  To date 11 
reviews have been published under  the supervision 
of this committee. 

Our efforts are toward comprehensiveness and brev- 
ity, yet  the informat ion is sufficient to allow the reader  
to select those items into which he may wish to look 
fur ther .  I t  is noncritical, for  all criticisms of meth- 
ods, procedures, or theories are those of the authors 
of the papers  reviewed. Current  l i terature  f rom 
about  120 scientific and technical journals  is ab- 
s t racted throughout  t h e  year  by  the l ib ra ry  staff of 
the Swift  and Company Research Laboratory .  Af ter  
classification of this compilation into a tentat ive 
draf t ,  it is submit ted to the committee. The commit- 
tee reviews the tentat ive d ra f t  for  omissions and 
errors and makes editorial suggestions and correc- 
tions. Af ter  these a r e  incorporated,  the review is 
submit ted to the journal  editor for  publication. 

(EI)rPoa's NOTE: This is the tenth article in the functional 
series describing the work of A.O.C.S. committees. Reprints 
are available.) 

Ins tead of pistons and valves a diffusion p u m p  de- 
veloped by  WESTINGHOUSE laboratories uses the vapor  
of boiling oil to evacuate air  and creates a vacuum 
of 99.999999%. 
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SPECIALISTS IN THE SOAP, GLYCERINE, FAT AND OIL INDUSTRIES 

W U R S T E R  & S A N G E R  S O A P  P L A N T  

Ket t le  Room s h o w i n g  stainles~ stee l  clad soap ket t les .  

COMPLETE PLANTS AND ENGINEERING 
SERVICES FOR:  

Crude, Dynamite and C. P. Glycerine 
Neutralizing, Bleaching and Deodorizing Oils 
Hydrogenation of Oils 
Vegetable Ghee 
Vegetable Shortening 
Margarine 
Salad Oil, Winter Oil 
Fat Splitting 
Stearic Acid and Red Oil 
Fatty Acid Distillation, Continuous and Batch 
Laundry and Toilet Soaps 
Spray-Process Powdered Soaps (Granulated) 
Spray-Process Soap Powders (Granulated) 
Oil Extraction and Degreasing 
Solvent Recovery 
Glue and Gelatine 
Continuous Glue Evaporation 

Dtveloprnenl of Processes, Reports, Investigations 
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